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SERMON. 


REVELATION Xx. 10. 


And the devil that deceived them was cast into the 
lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the 
false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and 
mght, for ever and ever. 

(Concluded from page 16.) 

By the lake of fire and brimstone, some have un- 
derstood the general conflagration of the earth, &c. 
when the elements shall melt with fervent heat. 
But, even were we to admit such an event, literally, 
(of which we have surely great reason to doubt,) I 
think that this must certainly be a very great mis- 
take. This would be an ocean rather than a lake 
of fire. Iam well satisfied, in my own mind, that 
the lake of fire and brimstone, literally, alluded to 
by the revelator, was the lake of Sodom and Gomor- 
rah, which was alluded to only by way of figure, to 
denote the final destruction of whatever was cast in- 
to it, and the pain that would accompany such de- 
struction. We have ascertained to a certainty, be- 
yond all contradiction, that the fire of Gehenna, 
rendered “ hell-fire,” in the common version of the 
New Testament, is nothing more nor less, literally, 
than the fire that was kept constantly burning in 
the valley of Hinnom, in a place formerly called 


Tophet, on account of the abominable sacrifices of 


little children to Moloch, which place was a little 
south of Jerusalem. And as it is a fact equally 
well known, that Sodom and Gomorrah were de- 
stroyed with fire from heaven, which fire, as Dr. 
Whitby observes, continued burning (owing proba- 
bly to the sulphur and other bitaumous substances in 
the earthi,) till the days of Philo Judeus, who lived 
in the second century of the Christian era, why is it 
not probable that this was called, in the days of the 
apostles, “the lake of fire and brimstone?” Well 
might Jude call it aionian, or everlasting fire ; for 
as it had been then burning near two theusand years, 
it was natural for him to speak of it as a perpetual 
fire ; for it had lasted from the days of Abraham, 
and, for ought he knew, would continue for ages. 
It is now, however, become extinct ; and whether 
this be the lake spoken of, or alluded to, in our text, 
and again in the concluding verses of this chapter, 
is not material; because, whatever may be the lit- 
eral meaning, it undoubtedly here should have a 
figurative application. Whoever can believe that a 
beast, or any other being, can be literally tormented 
in fire and brimstone, even one day and night, much 
less day and night for ever and ever, possesses a 
mind not capable of reasoning, or being reasoned 
with on sucha subject. ‘ 


The next circumstance we shall notice in our 
text, is, the expression day and night; which 
shows, I think, that the torment, whatever it be, is 
limited to time ; for we have no account that time 
will be measured in eternity by the succession of 
day and night. As the devil, therefore, who de- 
ceives the nations, is tormented day and night, it 
must be while the sun, moon and stars, move ou in 
the same order as they do at present. 

The duration of this torment is expressed by 
words which are rendered in the common version 
Sor ever and ever. That this is not a literal render- 
ing of the words, nor the true meaning of the ori- 
ginal, is admitted by every Greek scholar who has 
For a full explanation 
of these words, see my Lectures on Divine Benevo- 
lence, pages 189, 199, inclusive. The argument 
there advanced was first published (that is, by me,) 
in 1809; and again repeated, in another work, in 
1816; again in my Lectures, in 1818 ; and now in 
this discourse, in 1823; in each and every time the 
learned clergy have been respectfully invited to 1e- 
fute it, ifancorrect. Itis simply this, which is here 
not stated in full, but only in its material point; any 
word signifying duration which may be used in the 
plural as well as singular number, cannot express 
the idea of eternity. Eternities, in English, would 
be a solecism; and the idea in Greek would be 
equally absurd. 


ever written on the subject. 


But the Greek phrase, es rovs 
auras Tov awww, rendered in the text for ever 
and ever, is literally to the ages of ages. Now if 
auwy an age, signified eternity, awvas ages, could 
signify no more than eternity ; and ages of ages, 
ever sO many times repeated, could not add to the 
duration: but if an age mean an indefinite pericd 
of time, then ages is an indefinite number of such 
periods ; and ages of ages is still a greater number, 
but at the same time as much limited as a single age. 
The reason is plain and obvious; because, when 
you have added ever so many periods, or ages, 
there is still room to add as many more; and so you 
might add at pleasure, ad infinitum. But as I have 
also fully explained these words, together with the 
adjective ausov aionian, (rendered everlasting ot 
eternal in the common version,) in the preface of my 
New Testament, which may ere long be in the 
hands of every one who is disposed to read, it is un- 
necessary that we should enlarge upon it here.* 

By casting your eye upon the 20th and 21st ver- 
ses of chap. xix. it will be perceived that “ the beast 





* We have progressed in this work as far as Paul’s Second 
Epistle to the Corinthians, and the whole will be out in the 
course of the ensuing summer. The first volume of the 





Greek and English: Testament is now ready for sale by the 
Editor. 
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was taken, and the ialse prophet who was with him ; 


these two were cast alive into a lake of fire burning 
with brimstone.” ‘That I am not altogether singu- 
lay in my ideas of this subject, I shall now show, by 
afew quotations from different authors, as quoted 
by Dr. Towers. “ This lake of fire,” says Daubuz, 
“is but asymbolical notion, or representation of the 


perpetual continuation and uwnchangeableness of 


that state, into which those matters are reduced, 
which are said to be thrown therein; implying that 
they shall no more affect mankind, as being to them 
“For,” says Dr. Lancaster, 
“we must consider, that the beast and false prophet 
are bodies politic, and perpetual! or successive ; and 


utterly destroyed.” 


that the design is here to show us, that Christ will 
not only destroy at last the persons who are at that 
time in possession of what is signified by the Beast 
and false prophet, but also extirpate the succession 
of tyranny and false prophecy for ever. So that 
the beast and false prophet are persons in a double 
capacity ; that is, persons in general, enemies to 
Christ, and also in possession of power, which is to 
be extinguished with them. And therefore their 
particular judgment mast be considered with this 
double view.” 

It is a little remarkable, however, that so able and 
learned a writer as Dr. Towers, who admitted that 
the present subject under consideration, as well as 
those which foliow in the 21st chapter, allude only 
to the events of time, should also admit that the fol- 
lowing verses (13 and 14,) in the chapter which 
contains our text, should allude to a future judg- 
ment or a future state. This, however, he has done, 
in a note on page 366, vol. ii. But if the other 
parts are to be understood figuratively, and apply to 
the events of time, particulaily those who are “* be- 
fore the throne of God, and serve him day and night 
in his temple ;” (chap. vii. 9, 13—17,) which is the 
opinion of many learned authors, (with whom I 
most cordially agree,)then I do not hesitate to say, 
that the dead, death and hell, or hades, spoken of in 
the 13th and 14th verses of this chapter, are to be 
so understood. Our text speaks of the punishment, 
which must evidently terminate in the destruction 
of the causes of evil, namely, the beast; which, as 
well as his image, has received so much homage 
and adoration by an apostate and antichristian 
church ; the false prophet, or false teachef, who has 
recommended the beast as a proper object of wor- 
ship ; and the impostor, or deceiver, by whom the 
nations have been so deceived, as to mistake the 
Apocalyptical beast for the true and living GOD !! 
For we cannot suppose for a moment, that the na- 
tions would ever have been so foolish as to worship 
a beast, or his image, knowing it to be a beast, or, 
what is worse, the mere image of a beast ; nor could 
they have been prevailed on to have done so, unless 
they had been so deceived as verily to believe him 
to be God. After thus disposing of the causes of 
evil, the judgment of mankind is represented ; who, 
being dead in trespasses and sin, or else dead in un- 
belief, are judged with equity according to their 
works. Then follows a figurative representation of 
the destruction, not of the causes of evil, but of evil 





itself; namely, of death and hades; “and deatir 
and hades are cast into the take of fire, which is the 
second death,” or, as it is according to Griesbach, 
“This is the second death, even the lake of fire.” 
And, says Dr. Towers, “ Here also the expression 


has a figurative aeceptation: here also it denotes, 
not torment, but destruction : here also it is applied, 
not to a ieal, but an ideal personage.” Every thing 
that bears the name of death, or the receptacle of 
the dead, namely, hades, that is, hell or the grave, 
must here have an end: or, as Dr. Watts has beau- 
ufully expressed it, 
—*‘ death itself shall die *"’ 

This awfully sublime subject, therefore, so fai 
from presenting the least terror to my wind, is one 
of the most joviul scenes represented in all the 
book of revelation. For 1 consider all that is here 
represented, as being absolutely necessary, prepara 
tory to what is represented in the next chapter, par 
ticularly verses Ist and 7th inclusive. And even 
this happy state of the new heaven, and the new 
earth, [ do not carry into eternity, as 1 once did, 
{although such a state will undoubtedly exist there 
in a much more refined seuse,) but I think that the 
state here represented, will better apply to a long 
and happy period on the earth; and in this] agree 
with many of the most learned commentators on 
this subject. “ Because of this felicity,” says Pe- 
ganius, as quoted by Dr. Towers, speaking of this 
very subject, (viz. of the new heaven and the new 
earth,) “all former troubles will be forgotten. 
There will be no more plagues, nor shall the Christ- 
ian die an unnatural death ; but after a long life, by 
a gentle change be translated into the life to come.” 
By the expression, “ there shall be no more death,” 
is signified, says Crellius, “ that there will be no 
more violent deaths ; for those few which shall hap- 
pen, will not be worthy of being included in the 
general account.” Many more of a similar nature 
might be quoted, if it were deemed necessary, to 
establish the point for which we are now contend- 
ing ; which is, that the whole of this book has rela- 
tion to the events of time; and some have even 
gone so far as to suppose that al] its representations 
have been fulfilled. T’o this latter idea, however, $ 
am not prepared to subscribe ; for no event which 
has yet taken place can in any sense answer to the 
description given of the new heaven, and the new 
earth: not that I think there will ever bea new 
earth, literally, much less a new heaven, but some- 
thing that will answer more fully to the description 
given in this book than any thing which has yet 
been experienced by mortals. 

Thus, my friendly hearers, I have endeavoured to 
give you all the light I am capable of giving in one 
short discourse on so important a subject. If the 


view we have taken of this subject be correct, (of 


which there can be no reasonable doubt,) it changes 
the whole complexion of the final conclusion of this 
prophetic vision. Instead of beholding, in awful 
anticipation, by far the greater proportion of the hu- 
man race cast off eternally into a lake of liquid fire 
and brimstone, there to be tormented with devils 
and damned spirits to the wasteless ages of eternity, 
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we behold, vot only all the causes of evil, but evil 
itself, of every description, totaily and completely 
extirpated, destroyed, and eradicated from the moral 


and religious world. Whether the lake of fire spo- 
ken of in our text be material or symbolical, it mat- 
ters not, if this figurative language represents the 
source, or cause, or even if it be in proof of the ex- 
istence of never-ending misery, it unfolds to the 
mind horrors indescribable ; such as it is impossible 
to conceive that any but a merciless tyrant could 
ever inflict! But ifthe view we have taken be cor- 
rect, it is perfectly congenial to all the good and pi- 
ous feelings of a good heart. There is no one, how- 
ever good, or however pious ke may be, if he be 
endowed with reason and understanding, who is not 
willing either to endure pain himself, or to inflict it 
on others, if it be necessary, to get rid of a greater 
evil. Who will not undergo the pain of amputation, 
for the sake of getting rid of a diseased limb, which 
would otherwise endanger the life of the whole body ? 
4)n the same principle, whatever pain or suffering 
may in any way be necessary to renovate the world, 
even should it be left to the world whether they 
would submit to it or not, you would find the major- 
ity of mankind, yea, all the virtuous, ready at once 
to submit. Convince also the most vicious, that it 
would be for their interest and happiness so to do, 
and they would not long resist. We have no idea 
that these things will ever take place suddenly, or 
all at once. But there will be a gradual progres- 
sien of light and knowledge: and as light and know- 
ledge increase, darkness, error, ignorance and super- 
stition will be dispelled ; and mankind themselves 
will be made as happy as is admissible in this mu- 
table and mortal state. Instead of looking forward, 
therefore, to the day, when whosoever is not found 
written in the book of life shall be cast into the lake 
of fire, with dread, and fearful apprehension, | 
hail it as one of the most joyful eras recorded in all 
the sacred volume. Then will be brought to pass 
the truth of the following testimony, (ch. xxi. ver. 3.) 
“ Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he 
will dwell with them, and they will be his people, 
and God himself will be with them, and be their 
God ; and he will wipe away all tears from their 
eyes, and death will be no more; for the former 
things are passed away.” Where is the heart that 
will not exult for joy at such a glorious prospect ? 
Where is the heart that will not say, “ Amen— 
Come, Lord Jesus, come quickly !” 


—>>—- 
T. G. ON FREE AGENCY, 
(Concluded from page 13.) 

i was strenuously opposed to the free moral agen- 
ey of man, till I read Baxter’s Inquiry into the Na- 
ture of the Human Soul; and, with your permis- 
sion, I will quote his ideas on that point. “ Without 
freedom, there cannot be a thinking being ; but on- 
ly a bare percipient being: for thinking implies the 
turning the perceptive capacity from one perception 
to another, by an act of the will; otherwise a per- 
cipient being would have but one solitary percep- 
tion always in view. And if the being doth not 





this by an act of the will, but is impelled by an exter- 
nal (or internal) principle, how can it be said to 
think, being acted, and not active, in every thing 
beyond bare perceptivity? What is it to will? Is 
it not to act? If it be to act, it is to have the inter- 
nal principle of action; and if it hath the internal 
principle of action, it must be free, and needs not be 
further acted or impelled in thinking. An active 
being, a thinking being, and a free being, then, are 
synonymous terms.” (Vide Vol. I. p. 203.) 

It is a matter of little import, what terms are used 
to denote the freedom of man in choosing good or 
evil. With deference, I think your remarks still 
leaves the question unanswered, 

Your gemarks on rewards and punishments 1 
shall nonce but very briefly. For, tli the account- 
ability of man is disproved, it would be superfluous 
nonsense to talk of punishing him justly for any sin 
he may commit; tor if he does it not of the free 
volition of his own will, he cannot be accountable. 
“'T. G. is a father,” &c. Then, say you, “ Nowa 
question arises, how T. G., consistently with justice, 
can punish one of his children for a moment, seeing 
the child so punished is impelled by some kind of 
secret influence to commit the deed for which he is 
punished.” Jf I am the secret influence, or cause, 
(as your remarks intimate God is, unless you admit 
some other power coequal,) of that child’s disobe- 
dience, I confess I cannot, consistently with justice, 
punish the child at all. You would call me a very 
inhuman father, if 1 was to.-put my child’s hand into 
the fire and burn it, and then whip the child for it. 
And you would not be apt to believe me, when I 
told you that I did it for the child’s ultimate good. 
You would laugh at a physician, and call him in- 
sane, if he was to come to you and tell you, “ Now 
you are a man in perfect health, but it was necessa- 
ry that he should make you sick, almost unto death, 
merely to exhibit his skill and benevolence (as he 
perhaps would call it,) in restoring you to your for- 
mer health ; for if you enjoyed perfect health be- 
fore, he could not make you more than perfect. 
Now, if I can only be good, I shall not envy the 
man that may be better.’ Should you deem the 
present worthy of your comments, you will add an 
additional favour by publishing them. Hoping that 
we shaJl both keep in mind, that speculative know- 
ledge alone only puffeth up the soul with self-con- 
ceit, while charity and love edifieth, 

Jam, dear sir, 
Yours, respectfully, 
THOMAS GAMBLING. 

New-York, 17th April, 1823. 

Nore.—That your remarks intimate that sin is 
requisite, is proved in this instance, that when God 
had created man, he pronounced him good ; now 
can he be better than good ? “ Yes, say you.” How ? 
“ By eating of the forbidden fruit, by breaking the 
command of God ; in doing these, and being chas- 
tised, he is thereby made partaker of God’s holiness. 
If this dogs not make sin necessary, I am at a loss 
to know what will, unless you can prove it no sin to 
break the commands of God. Should your hypo- 
thesis be true, I seriously doubt of there being any 
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such thing as sin, (or evil,) as Ihave never found 

any lexicographer that would warrant me in calling 

that eril, which is productive of good. 
REMARKS. 

T. G.’s quotation from Baxter’s Inquiry, shall 
have all the weight and credit it deserves; giving 
T.G. the privilege of securing, to himself, all the 
advantage to be derived from it. But, the reader 
will please to remember, that reason and facts have 
their claims, and will be heard. Now, the sum total 
of Baxtei’s logic, is this,—“ An active being, a 
thinking being, and a free being then, are synony- 
Well, so be it. A dog is an active 
being, a thinking being, and, consequently, a free 
being! So much for Baxter. We entreat T. G. to 
remember, and to ponder well the declaration of Je- 
hovah, by his prophet, (Ezek. xxxvii.) “Ye shall 
know that I am the Lord, {When shall these free 
Ans.] when I [not you,] have 
opened your graves, O my people, and brought you 
up out of your graves, and shall put my Spirit® in 
you, and ye shall live.’ These people are descri- 
bed as more ignorant than the or and the ass! 
Therefore, the conclusion, more irresistible than 
Baxter's, follows, that T. G.’s free agents are igno- 
rant of the right way ; and, however free they may 


mous terms.” 


agents know this ? 


be, they neither know nor consider ! 

T. G. is of opinion, that it is of small consequence 
what terms are used to denote the freedom of man, 
&e. We inform T. G. that he is free, according to 
his use of the term, to fy acioss the Atlantic, and to 
light upon Europe’s shores. There are no laws to 
prevent it. Man is, in this sense, free to do and 
know all good. But, the declaration is, “* My peo- 
ple shall be willing in the day of my power.” And 
we take the liberty of adding—They will not be 
willing at any other time or period. 

T. G. continues—* Your remarks on rewards and 
punishments, I shall notice but very briefly. For, 
till the accountability of man is disproved, it would 
be superfluous nonsense to talk of punishing bim 
justly for any sin he may commit,” &c. Supposing 
T. G. had said, Jf the accountability of man is dis- 
proved, &c. T. G. is accountable for all his know- 
ledge and powers, and no more. If T. G. should 
attempt to fly to France, and sustain damage by the 
attempt, he would receive a meet recompense or 
punishment, as a consequence. Please to prove 
that man is punished in the abominable manner so 
many contend for, before the position is taken for 
granted. We ask T.G., as a father, whether he 
would be justifiable in permitting his ignorant child 
to run into the fire, when no good could result to 
the child from the burn and pain 2? Mankind, in an 
adult state, are but great children. Their toys and 
playthings are different, we grant, from the play- 
things of little children ; but seldom more harmless, 
innocent, o: more productive of enjoyment. What 
is the great bustle about? Alas! it is vanity ; and 
vexation of spirit is the fruit of it. God is the great, 
the common Father of mankind. Like the prodi- 
gal, they leave their Father’s house, where there is 


* Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.” And 
not eleewhere ' ” ” 4 








enough and to spare, and go where they perish 
with hunger! How deplorable is the picture of hu- 
man folly, (call it wisdom, if you please,) and hu- 
man imbecility! How preposterous and absurd, 
the conduct of man! 

God, for wise and good purposes, permits man to 
pluck the rose of wisdom from the bush of experi- 
ence ; that the lacerations which are caused by the 
thorns and briars of disappointment, may teach him 


knowledge. Itis when the eye pierces the horizon 


of time, leaps, at a bound, the vista of ages and dis- 


pensations, that the winding up of the great drama 
is seen, and the ways of God justified to man. To 
man, now estranged from his God, and a wanderer 
in this wilderness of tears, the Father of Mercy is 
embosomed in clouds, and darkness is the habita- 
tion of his throne. But, “there is another and a 
better world.” A day, whose sun will never set. 
A Sun, whose radiant beams shall chase away all 
gloom, and shine with righteousness into every 
mind. ‘Tell me no more of the freedom of blinded 
man. His ignorance precipitates him into various 
and complicated errors, which cause his misery : 
but, the freedom of God’s love, boundless as his im- 
mensity, will set the prisoner free, and reveal the 
glories of the brightest heaven. 

OfT.G.’s note, we remark—T. G. has mistepre- 
sented us. God chastises us, that we may be par- 
takers of his holiness. If man already partook of 
God’s holiness, he would never sin. Wisdom would 
point the path to happiness. But, Adam, good as 
he was, (God made him good,) was not holy. 

Of the necessity, or utility of sin, we remark— 
To sin is to mistake. If God could not be known 
to man, in all the endearing characters of Father, 
Preserver, Redeemer, and Sanctifier, unless man 
was placed in the condition which would make him 
the recipient of God’s infinite perfections ; and if it 
was necessary, for man’s happiness, that he should 
know God, in all these giorious characters, then, we 
say, unhesitatingly, Sin was necessary! We be- 
lieve T. G., and every other rational man, will ap- 
proach the above premises, and their conclusions, 
with reverence and awe. They are premises, 
which, like the fibres of a root, have the glory of 
God for their Author and support. We say, of 
these premises, they are the First and the Last! 
Human conception can find no substitute. They 
are emblazoned on heaven’s great canopy—engra- 
ved on the face of every globe—and, in the revela- 
tion of God’s Word and Will, they shine with the 
lustre of eternity. 

ii 
‘rom the (Boston) Universalist Magazine. 


A DREAM. 


“The prophet that hath a dream, let him tell a 
dream.” 

Having devoted some time to the serious contem- 
plation of weighty subjects, which relate to a here- 
after state, about which our learned clergy so much 
preach and converse, and about which there is so 
much concern among the good people of these Uni- 
ted States; and having contemplated the meays 
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which are practised to procure money for the pur- 
pose of saving the souls of the heathen from the 
divine vengeance, in the next world, I became fa- 
tigued with the multitude of thoughts, when sleep 
gently drew the curtain of forgetfulness over me, 
leaving my imagination free to wander as the mul- 
titude of subjects previously contemplated, might 
lead, when reason and judgment had become dor- 
ment. 

The first scene which arrested my attention was a 
yast host of clergymen, dressed in superfine, soft 
raiment; showing, by their countenances, that nei- 
ther the stall nor the vine was their step-mother. 
These were busily employed in going from house to 
house, and with the most pitiful visages, and plain- 
tive voices, were begging from the rich and the 
poor, the wise and simple, every farthing possible, 
beseeching every one to spare a little, urging that 
the souls of millions of people, many thousand miles 
off, could be saved from the vindictive vengeance of 
their Creator and Preserver, by means of these do- 
nations. I saw these clergy go into kitchens and 
beg money of maids, who labour hard fer a small 
pittance ; and the language was so plaintive, so 
softening ; and the hearts of those laborious females 
were so tender, and quick of sensibility, that these 
beggars actually succeeded in obtaining no small 
proportion of their earmngs. I was so affected 
at this sight that I wept; for though it was a dream, 
yet reason was enough in exercise to assist in re- 
flecting, that those clergy were richly dressed and 
plentifully fed, their hands were as delicate as the 
hand of an infant, not being stiffened or hardened by 
labour; but the poor, industrious maids were in 
mean apparel, and their hands and fingers were so 
stiff, that they could but awkwardly put their hard 
earned shillings into the delicate hands of these 
ministers. 

I saw likewise, these beggars go to little children 
and plead with them, to drink their coffee and tea 
without sugar, and get their parents to give them as 
many cents a week as their sugar would cost, that 
they might give the money to the ministers, that 
they might lay it out in saving the souls of men from 
the vengeance of God. Indignation now prevented 
my tears. I could not suppress my resentment, I 
thought I stepped up to one of these orthodox beg- 
gars, and told him plainly and directly, that I really 
believed him to be a rank deceiver and hypocrite. 
He stared me im the face, and I him as sternly. In 
a moment I broke the silence, and asked him whether 


he was not ashamed to deprive little children of 


those agreeable relishes, which the kind God of na- 
ture had rendered both palatable and nourishing ? 
The ghostly hypocrite began to mutter over some 
incoherent sentences respecting saving the immor- 
tal souls of the heathen from going to hell; when I 
interrupted him, and asked hint#to show me his au- 
thority for pretending that the eternal welfare of im- 
mortal souls depended on a little money, which he 
could get from the hand of hard labour, or from the 
tea and coffee cups of little innocent children ? His 
countenance now fell, and he cast his eyes toward 


moment and the occasion to draw his attention to 
another question. I asked him what he meant by 
the blasphemous pretension of saving souls from 
the vindictive wrath of God? which pretension sup- 
posed that God, the Creator and Preserver of men, 
was their deadly enemy, and that he and his brother 
beggars were engaged in saving men from the en- 
mity of God, 
As is usual in dreams, this seemed to vanish ; 
when I saw the clergy with each a bag in his hand 
with the following label—.Missionary Rag Bag. 1 
saw them travelling from place to place, begging 
rags of every person they met; pleading, with tears 
in their eyes, as if they were in an agony, saying, 
that afew rags might be the means, by the blessing 
of God, of saving an immortal soul from the divine 
wrath to all eternity. I dreamed that women and 
children were so moved with these entreaties, that 
they searched their houses, from garret to cellar, to 
save immortal souls! As [ seemed to muse on this 
scene, I recollected the following words; Rev. i. 5, 
“ Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our 
sins in his own blood.” Within myself I then re- 
flected—what has money, or what has rags to do in 
the work of man’s eternal salvation? I also recol- 
lected the words of Peter to Simon, Acts vini. 20, 
“Thy money perish with thee, because thow hast 
thought the gift of God may be purchased with 
money.” Such were the emotions of pity for my 
deceived fellow mortals, and of indignation towards 
these deceivers, that | awoke—and behold it was a 
dream. 
—_—=j— 

THE CAREFUL MOTHER. 
An elderly lady residing in Connecticut, wrote 
recently to her son, cautioning him to beware of the 
doctrine of Universal Salvation. We extract the 
following from her letter; being permitted so to do, 
on condition of offering a few remarks, which may 
have a tendency to remove the lady’s prejudices. 

“T hope better things of you, and IT hope I may 
never be disappointed. I think it a sorrowful thing 
to trifle with religion.” Speaking of those who had 
attended a meeting where this doctrine was preached, 
she says, “ Their eyes are blinded, and their con- 
sciences seared, or they could not hear such foolish- 
ness.~They are Deists in earnest. If I thought you 
would ever notice one of them again, I never would 
wish you to come in the place again. This Univer- 
sal doctrine only hardens the heart of man, and they 
abuse God’s mercy, and make a mock of the Scrip- 
Who inspired these men with this false re- 
ligion, to please Satan? But you know we read of 
these things; for towards the latter end there will 
he false teachers, and false prophets; and these are 
the times. Iam fearful it weakens the minds of 
many With that pleasing doctrine that all will go to 
But we will let them talk of their new 
worship. We are ~st obliged to join them; and as 
for reasoning with them, we cannot, unless we 
throw away the whole Bible, and have nothing to do 
with it; for they do not hold to Scripture.” &c. 

To convince this lady of her mistake, we shall 
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her to remember that the Scriptures will not author- 
ize her to “ bear false witness against” any class of 
people whatever, however unacquainted she may 
be with their practices and doctrines. Was this 
lady aware that she was exhibiting serious charges, 
implicating the characters of a numerous class of 
the community? Has she evidence to support her 
assertions? If not, we appeal to her, and ask, How 
will you justify yourself, in thus judging others, and 
condemning them for practices and professions, 
when you are ignorant of their guilt or innocence ? 
Whatever you may allege in justification, can you 
plead, Not guilty ? 

You speak of “trifling with religion.” What is 
religion? Is it long prayers, and hypocritical pre- 
tences? No! “Pure religion and undefiled before 
God, even the Father, is this, To visit the fatherless 
and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself 
unspotted from the world.” Do Universalists trifle 
with this religion? Are not they charitable and 
humane? are not their sympathies for suffering 
humanity, as active as in other people ? Why do you 
call their faith and preaching foolishness? Is it folly 
to believe God, who has sworn, that in the seed of 
Abraham, Christ, all the families and nations of the 
earth shall be blessed ? Is it folly to preach with the 
apostle, that Jesus shall bless every one of you, by 
turning you away from your iniquities? Why do 
you call them Deists, when they believe the Scrip- 
tures to be a revelation of God’s word and will ? 
Do Deists believe this ? 

We respectfully, but earnestly, urge this lady to 
examine herself. What spirit is this, which you 
possess, which despises others? Why do you 
threaten your son, if he, like his divine Lord and 
Master, should eat and drink with “ publicans and 
sinners?” What was the conduct of Christ, whom 
your son is bound to follow? Did he court the com- 
pany of the holy men of his day? The men, the 
Pharisees of old, who arrogated to themselves all 
the religion, and despised their neighbours as un- 
worthy their notice! No. He was the friend of 
sinners. He visited them. None, however vile in 
the estimation of the Pharisees, were beneath his 
kindly notice. How different was his couduct, from 
that which you counsel your son to pursue! Re- 
member the declaration of Christ—* He that is not 
for me is against me.” Are you for Christ? Alas! 
friend, unless you gather with him, you are not neu- 
tral, you scatter abroad! 

Again. You say, “This Universal doctrine only 
hardens the heart.” Answer, we beseech you— 
What doctrine is this, which you believe, which 
hardened your heart, to that degree, that you could 
threaten your son with rejection, and despise his 
presence, should he imitate his Saviour, and visit 
sinners? Was it the spirit of love or hatred, which 
dictated this threatening? How harmonious and 
gloriously triumphant is truth! “The mother may 
forget,” says God, “but I will never forget you!” 
What evidence have you, that Universalists “ abuse 
God’s mercy?” Do not they contend in the lan- 
guage of inspiration itself, that “ God’s mercy en- 
dureth for ever 2” They do. They declare, with the 


prophet, that “ God will not cast off for ever, nor be 
always wrath.” That God is “ good to all, and his 
tender mercies are over all his works.” Those abuse 
God’s mercy, who restrict it to a favoured few ; and 
represent “the God of the whole earth,” who “is 
love,” as the enemy of souls whom he hath made. 

How serious is the charge, that “they make a 
mock of the Scriptures!” Do you know this to be a 
fact? or have you uttered, in the moment of irrita- 
tion, an unjust accusation? Universalists declare, 
with the prophet, “.4J nations whom thou hast 
made shall come and worship before thee, O Lord, 
and glorify thy name. All the ends of the world 
shall remember and turn unto the Lord; and all the 
kindreds of the nations shall worship before him.” 
To deny this testimony, and to pretend to believe 
the Scriptures, is solemn mockery indeed. You 
ask, “ Who inspired these men with this false reli- 
gion?” &c. We answer—The religion, or faith of 
Universalists, is that doctrine which Peter spoke of, 
when he declared, of Jesus, “ Whom the heaven 
must receive until the times of restitution of all 
things, which God hath spoken by the mouth of all 
his holy prophets since the world began.” Acts iii. 
21. They testify the same that all God’s holy pro- 
phets have testified! Were they false prophets? 
Are not they false prophets, who, instead of testi- 
fying ofthe restitution of all things, preach the 
reverse, and consign a wajority of the creatures 
whom God hath made, to never-ending wretched- 
ness ? 

You speak ofthe doctrine of the salvation of all 
men, as avery pleasing doctrine; calling it “ that 
pleasing doctrine, that all will go to heaven!” 
You are right. Reverse the proposition. Let the 
hell of modern religionists pass in review before 
you. Contemplate its horrors. Hearken to the 
moans, the complaints, the undescribable anguish 
and heart-rending cries of its victims. Hast thou 
pleasure in this? Infuriate zealots, when reason is 
prostrate beneath the iron sceptre of discordant 
and hateful passions, and humanity is exiled from 
the breast, may utter a hellish expression of satis- 
faction; but humanity itself, uncontaminated with 
modern purity, could not descend so low, nor be 
divested of the last particle of natural affection. 
Show me the man who delights in misery, and de- 
liberately projects the plans for another’s wretch- 
edness, and I will show you the Devil! ’Tisaplea- 
sing doctrine! Paul, thy testimony bears faithful 
witness of this truth. Thy bosom swelled with an- 
ticipations of future glory, while thy tongue pro- 
claimed the joy of thy heart, Thy compatriots in 
truth bore like testimony ; and a cloud of witnesses 
declare, that “our God, is the God of salvation.” 
We reiterate their acclamations, and say, “ Rejoice, 
evermore. © clap your hands, all ye people, shout 
unto God with thewoice of triumph, I will sing of 
the mercies of the Lord for ever: with my moutli 
will I make known thy faithfulness to all genera- 
tions. For I have said, Mercy shall be built up for 
ever, thy faithfulness shalt thou establish in the very 
heavens. Blessed is the people that know the joyful 





sound ; they shall walk, O Lord, in the light of thy 
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countenance. In thy name shall they rejoice all 
the day: and in thy righteousness [mercy] shall 
they be exalted.” 

You call the worship of believers in God’s impar- 
tial goodness, “a neto worship.” New, say you? 
When the “morning stars sang together, and all the 
sous of God shouted for joy,” this, the boundless 
mercy of God, was their theme. When man first 
lifted up his eyes to heaven—when first his bosom 
expanded with gratitude, and his heart breathed an 
aspiration toward his Maker, it was the mercy, the 
love, of God, which lighted the flame divine, and 
cave a foretaste of the blissful scene. It was the 
song of all the prophets. Inspiration fired their 
tongues, when the spirit sat on them, in a later day, 
and confirmed the tidings of God’s love to man. 
Surely, it may be new to him who never heard it. 
But “ God has spoken by the mouth of all Ais holy 
prophets, of the restitution of all things.” 

Cannot “you reason with Universalists, unless 
vou throw away the whole Bible?” Verily, we are 
of the same mind, if you would support the modern 
doctrine of endless wretchedness! The Scriptures 
contain too much testimony in favour of the soul- 
cheering truth of man’s salvation, for any one to 
resort to them for evidence to support a contrary 
sentiment. Butif you will reason with them, they 
say, in the language of Scripture, “Come, now, 
and let us reason together, saith the Lord. Though 
your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow ; 
though they be red like crimson, they shall be as 
wool.” Isa. i. 18. 

Was it not cruel in you to add—* For they do not 
hold to Scripture ?” How do you know this? You 
may rely upon this, that we hold the Scriptures so 
fast, that_no one can wrest them from us, And far- 
ther: We hold to the Scriptures to the confusion 
and disappointment of our religious opponents. We 
trust this lady will read and examine the faith we 
advocate, before she again speaks against it. We 
respectfully caution her, not to give heed to sedu- 
cing spirits. To remember, that they who “put 
their trust in the Lord, shall be as mount Zion, 
which cannot be removed ; but abideth for ever.” 


—p—. 
AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 
The increase and distribution of the Scriptures, 
are, most assuredly, very laudable and praiseworthy 


acts. We rejoice in all things which take place, 
calculated to ameliorate the condition of man, in- 
crease his comforts, and extend his views of the 
glorious character and purposes of Deity. Bible 
Societies, judiciously conducted, would be produc- 
tive of good. But, the Missionary mania abroad in 
the world, is not deserving of any praise or com- 
mendation. The American Bible Society recently 
celebrated their seventh anniversary, in this city. 
Their meeting lasted nearly five hours ; and compli- 
ments and praises were bandied about the room, to 
the great comfort, we presume, of the gentlemen 
who shared them! It was a real time of thanks-giv- 
ing, or giving of thanks, to each other, instead of 
the great Juthor of life, and light, and love! If we 
can believe the newspaper account of the proceed- 








ings, the members are doing wonders, and thank- 
ing and praising each other at a great rate. But— 

An examination of their pretensiéns, &c. will tell 
the best story of their merits and wonders. First. 
They say, “It [the society] has distributed the 
Scriptures in every district of our extended country, 
to those who are able to purchase, at an extremely 
moderate price ; to the poor gratuitously.” Is this 
declaration true? We answer, and boldly, in the 
face of the world, say, no! We appeal to the par- 
ties concerned, and ask, Have not you refused to 
give Bibles to the poor? To the temperate’ poor; 
and when told that they were destitute of the Scrip- 
tures, and unable to buy? We appeal to the public, 
and ask, Were not you given to understand, and 
were not means made use of, to convince you, that 
Bibles were to be given, not sold, to the poor? If 
Bibles are to be bought, there are booksellers who 
will sell them as low as the Bible Society sell their 
Bibles! Let facts decide. The society acknow- 
ledge the receipt, the past year, of $45,131 25. This 
sum would furnish 90,000 Bibles and Testaments, 
for gratuitous distribution to the poor. How much 
have they given, of this $45,131 25? Ans. On their 
own acknowledgment, only $7,592 24!!! Consist- 
ing of 12,923 Bibles and Testaments; at the ave- 
rage price of 58 cents, and a fraction. And these 
12,923 Bibles and Testaments, have “ been distri- 
buted gratuitously to the poor, in every district of 
our extended country.” Have they supplied all the 
poor ? 

There are 360 Auxiliary Societies, and they are 
named as the receivers of an indefinite number of 
the 12,923 Bibles and Testaments, given to the poor! 
Now, if these Auxiliary Societies have copied after 
the Parent Society, and sold their Bibles and Testa- 
ments, which they received out of this 12,923, pray, 
how many Bibles and Testaments have the poor re- 
ceived gratuitously, the last year? A wretched 
winding up of the yearly drama, this. Surely, the 
gentlemen praised one another for their sagacity 
and address, in keeping the money! ! ! 

We shall say no more at present, of the Report 
of the American Bible Society, believing the above 
is as much as the public will digest at once, of an 
unexpected treat; but conclude by observing, that 
we shall leave it to the managers, to inform the pub- 
lic of the amount of salaries paid to the disinter- 
ested and benevolent servants of the institution. 

“ HONOUR TO WHOM HONOUR 13 DUE.” 

_—f —— 
DEDICATION AND INSTALLATION. 

The new and elegantly finished Meeting House, 
erected for the Central Society of Universalists, at 
the corner of Bulfinch-street and Bulfinch Place, 
was dedicated to the service of the Most High, on 
Wednesday afternoon last. The services were as 
follows, viz. Lessons from the Scriptures. Intro- 
ductory Prayer, by Br. Streeter of Portsmouth. 
Dedicatory Prayer, by Br. Mitchell of New-York. 
Dedicatory Address by Br. Dean. The Concluding 
Prayer by Br. Winchester of Vermont. Benedic- 
tion by Br. Dean. 

In the afternoon, Br. Paul Dean was installed 
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This is a fair specimen of what was done for the 
conversion of the Jews by the preaching of the Gos- 
pel during many centuries. Is it any wonder that 
their prejudices are not removed to this day ? 

—>>-— 
From the (Canandaigua) Plain Truth. 
FANATICISM. 

“ If (says a writer in the Religious Intelligencer,} 
Christians were not all infidels, like myself, they 
would certainly pay some regard to the statements 
which have been frequently made, that there were 
at the present time 6 or 800,000,000 of our fellow 
beings living in ignorance and sin; and that about 
this number are passing into eternity every thirty 
years, without any knowledge of the Saviour,” &c. 
Our fanatics might as well give the devil the whole 
earth in fee simple, asa “ snug little farm” at once, 


Pastor over the Society hereafter to worship in this 
house, incorporated as the Central Society of Uni- 
versalists in Boston. Exercises as follows, viz.— 
Lessons from the Scriptures. Introductory Prayer, 
by Br. Wood, of Shrewsbury. Installation Sermon, 
by Br. Mitchell, of New-York. Installation Prayer, 
by Br. Streeter, of Portsmouth. Delivery of the 
Charge and Address to the Society, by Br. Turner, 
of Charlestown. Right-hand of Fellowship, by Br. 
Streeter, of Portsmouth. Concluding Prayer, by 
Br. Streeter, of Salem, and Benediction by Br. 
Dean. 

The Exercises, throughout the day, were appro- 
priate, and marked with religious solemnity. The 
Installation Sermon, by Br. Mitchell, was an able 
and argumentative discourse, and delivered in that 





style of energetic eloquence for which the speaker 
is particularly distinguished. Several select pieces 
of Music were performed by the Choir between the 
various exercises, in a masterly style. Bost. Pap. 
— 
From the Boston Recorder. 
ATTEMPTS FOR THE CONVERSION OF THE JEWS. 

A writer in the Jewish Expositor, who seems to 
have devoted much attention to Jewish subjects, 
promises, under the title of “Hore Judaice,” to 
give the public the result of his reading, ina variet il 
of detached facts, and anecdotes, reflections and 
inquiries. 

The earliest account he has met with of preach- 
ing to the Jews, is contained in a precept of Edward 
the First, in the year 1281, directing the sheriffs 
and bailiffs, under whose care the Jews were placed, 
to cause them to attend the preaching of the Domi- 
ni¢an friars. Some other hints of similar proceed- 
ings appeared in the early history of England. No 
accounts remain of the manner or results of this 


as to pay him rent atthis enormous rate. Again— 
“ On the subject of missions to the Indians, | am 
no longer an infidel. For I verily believe we shall 
see thousands of them in glory, sanctified by the 
gospel which Christians and others [What others ? 
Turks and Jews?] are sending tothem. * * * 
* * * * and all who are understandingly op- 
posed to missions, unless they repent, [of them op- 
position,} will * be cast into outer darkness, where 
will be weeping, wailing, and gnashing of teeth.’ ” 
Herejs a threat of damnation in earnest, from a 
poor Givelting fanatic, in the enlightened year 1825. 
This language, when translated, means, “ Deliver 
your purse—or you will be damned!” A more fe- 
rocious footpad never said “ stand!” to a true man. 
—ii 
INSTALLATION 

On Wednesday last, Br. Thomas WuitrtemMore 
was publicly Installed as the Pastor of the * First 
Universalist Society, in Cambridge.” 
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service. Probably it did more harm than good. 
Gregory XIII. whe became pope im 1572, issued —— 
an order enjoining the Jewish community at Rome, POR See Stree Heese 
STANZAS. 


to send 600 men and 50 women, every Saturday 
evening during Lent, to hear sermons on the evi- 
dence of Christianity. These sermons were preach- 
ed by one of their own Rabbies who had been a 
convert, “a great while.” At this time the Jews 


There is a hope—a blessed hope— 
More precious and more bright, 
Than all the joyless mockery 
The world esteems delight. 


There is a star—a lovely star— 
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dwelt by themselves at Rome, “being locked in That hghts the darkest gloom, iH 
their streets by gates on either side,” the Romans And sheds a peaceful radiance o’er \ 
every night keeping the keys. When a case of con- The prospect of the tomb. . 
version occurred, it was signified by throwing away There is a voice—a cheering voice— : 
the yellow cap or hat which the Jews always wore That lifts the soul above, : 


by way of distinction, and taking a black cap or hat 
instead of it. Moreover, when any one became.a 
convert, “all his riches he must then forsake,” and 
give them over to the use of the pope. Conver- 
sions were rare. Evelyn, who was at Rome in 1615 
and attended the service, says, that the Jews were 
constrained to sit out the hour, but it was with so 
much malice, humming, coughing, and motion, that 
it was hardly possible to hear the preacher. 

Skippon was at Rome 20 years after Evelyn, and 
says that not only a fixed number, but one out of 
each family was obliged to attend this service. If 
any were absent whose attendance was expected, 
they were punished with a pecuniary mulct. 





Dispels distrustful anxious doubt, 
And whispers, ‘‘ God is love!" 


That voice is heard from Calv'ry’s height, 
Aud speaks the soul forgiven— 

That star is revelation's light— 
That hope the hope of heaven. 

—>— 
[7 We are requested to state, that the Editor of this 
Paper will be at White Plains, to-morrow (Sunday.) Hours 
of service, ten o'clock A. M. and three o'clock P. M. 


J.T.M 
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